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President’s Proposal 
Discards Black Bill 
And Perkins Measure 


By B.C. CLARKE 


President Roosevelt by his sudden action last 
week in making known that the industrial control 


measure of Secretary of Labor Perkins is not an. 


administrative bill, and does not have his sanction, 
and that he regards the Black thirty-hour bill as 
crudely and imperfectly drawn, has given unmis- 
takable evidence that he proposes to be his own 
architect of his remedies to try to overcome the 
nation’s economic difficulties. 


A new bill, incorporating reduced hours of em- 
ployment in industry and establishing the premise 
for co-operative action between industry and the 
government, and following the principle of indus- 
try largely regulating its own internal affairs, is 
being drafted by a special committee sanctioned 
by the President. This bill will shortly be pre- 
sented to Congress. 


Reveals Discord in Cabinet 


It is no secret in Washington that the President 
has been more disturbed by the commotion cre- 
ated by the Black thirty-hour bill and the Perkins 
industrial control plan than by anything that has 
occurred so far in his administration. The matter 
came to a focus when certain members of the cab- 
inet indicated they were not in sympathy with the 
Perkins plan, and one member made known in a 
letter to the secretary of labor that he would openly 
oppose it. 

The administration bill that is being drawn will 
be unusual in many respects, it is understood, but 
not out of line with things which industry and 
labor have been advocating for years. The anti- 
trust laws will be greatly curbed and substituted 
by virtual mandatory internal co-operation in in- 
dustry, and effectually bringing into line in follow- 
ing accepted practices the “sweat-shop” and other 
irresponsible elements in industry which have oper- 
ated on low wages, long hours and cut prices for 
output. The public welfare will stand uppermost. 


Exceptional Opportunity for Labor 


Organized labor has an exceptional opportunity 
in this situation to fix wages into the general pro- 
gram of industrial activity, and to more broadly 
establish the principle of collective bargaining. 
Such an opportunity will probably not come again 
within many years. 

Little objection has been offered by industrial 
leaders to lessened hours of factory operation. But 
with labor leaders they have objected to intensive 
governmental control along the lines of dictator- 
ship to other functions of industry and leading in- 
evitably to governmental price fixing in connection 
with every commodity. 

The President has clearly indicated that in seek- 
ing economic recovery he does not propose to put 
the government into control and domination of 
industrial activities on a wholesale basis. He has 
very definitely drawn the line between what he 
considers helpful aid and co-operation and pro- 
motion of internal order within industry, and the 
form of dictatorship and regulation that would 
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make of industry a mere agency of the govern- 
ment. On this basic ground the Perkins proposal 
was scrapped and the Black measure disapproved. 


Stabilization Bill to Receive Support 


The President in seeking economic recovery is 
not following any set course or specific road to 
his objective. He knows clearly where he wants 
to go and what he wants to accomplish, but he is 
looking over various roads to get there. 

It seems likely now that the industrial stabiliza- 
tion bill, which is in the making, will not go 
before Congress before the fall session, and then 
with the full sanction and support of the adminis- 
tration. However, it is entirely possible that it may 
be introduced, considered and passed before the 
recess scheduled for the first week in June. 

eo 
INVESTIGATING MELLON 


Representative McFadden of Pennsylvania told 
the House of Representatives last week that the 
treasury is investigating charges that Andrew W. 
Mellon, former secretary of the treasury and am- 
bassador to Great Britain, sold stock in two cor- 
porations to evade payment of taxes on $6,700,000 
income in 1931. McFadden said the circumstances 


“are similar to the admission of Charles E. Mit- 
chell, former head of the National City Bank, who 
is now under indictment for alleged tax evasion, 
who was selling National City stock to his wife 
and later repurchasing it.” 


Says 17,000,000 Are 
Without Employment 


More than seventeen million Americans have no 
jobs and no chance of getting any immediately. 
The Alexander Hamilton Institute, New York, 
has made public a report on unemployment that 
shows a condition worse than has been reported 
from any other source, exceeding the American 
Federation of Labor figures on unemployment by 
some four million. 

The institute reports that today’s average in- 
come of those at work is $640 a year, against an 
average of $1157 in 1929. The report asserts its 
figures are from government sources, but its fig- 
ures on unemployment are larger than any the 
government has issued. The report says that 
whereas the government reported three million 
idle in April, 1930, in reality six million were idle, 
and the estimates have been too small ever since. 

It is asserted by the institute that 4,156,000 were 
idle in 1929, so that 12,878,000 have been added to 
unemployment totals during the depression. 

“It is evident, therefore,” says the institute, “that 
the unemployment problem was already a serious 
one in 1929, although it was not generally recog- 
nized, and that consequently the situation today 
must be viewed from the standpoint of total un- 
employment rather than from the standpoint of the 
increase in unemployment during the depression.” 

By occupations unemployment is listed in the 
report as follows: Manufacturing, 5,846,000; agri- 
culture, 1,253,000; wholesale and retail trade, 2,951,- 
000; building, 2,186,000; railroads, 803,000; 
mining, 423,000; miscellaneous, 3,713,000. 

The number of workers available for all occupa- 
tions is given as 49,845,000; the number of em- 
ployed as 32,811,000. 
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Preésident’s Plan Is to 
Increase ‘Employment 
And Purchasing Power 


Complete control of industry through a national 
board modeled after the War Industries Board is 
reported planned in a “national industry recovery 
act,” which will be one of the administration’s 
biggest guns in the war on the depression. 

The bill is designed to stabilize industry, through 
preventing over-production and ruinous price cut- 
ting, and to increase employment and purchasing 
power. 

3y the provisions of the bill the anti-trust act 
and Federal Trade Commission act would be set 
aside and the proposed national board given power 
to designate any industry as one affected with a 
public interest. 

Safeguard Collective Bargaining 


Price fixing under government supervision would 
be authorized for the period of the emergency 
and a plan of self-organization of industry through 
trade associations put into effect. The act would 
safeguard collective bargaining and outlaw the 
“vellow dog” contract. 

li the plan is adopted it is said it will be a sub- 
stitute for the Black thirty-hour bill and the sub- 
stitute for the thirty-hour bill proposed by Secre- 
tary of Labor Perkins. 

The bill would provide for a board consisting of 
seven members, headed by the secretaries of com- 
merce and labor. The other members would repre- 
sent labor, finance, commerce, agriculture and the 
public. Industrial and trade associations would 
be set up to correlate production with demand 
and establish prices of commodities at fair levels. 


Employers to Be Licensed 

Each trade association would have on its own 
board a representative of the government board 
of seven. Before the national board could approve 
prices and trade arrangements planned by the 
trade associations the national body would have 
to have all the facts at hand, obtaining them 
through its own agents and through data fur- 
nished by the trade association. 

The Reconstruction Finance Corporation would 
be authorized to make loans to any plants needing 
funds. 

Individuals, partnerships, corporations and as- 
sociations would be licensed under the bill to 
operate in accordance with the provisions of the 
measure. Licensees would have to agree to guar- 
antee to employees the right to bargain collectively 
and to be represented by spokesmen of their own 
choosing and would also have to agree not to 
seek to compel employees to sign “yellow dog” 
contracts. 

Green Approves Labor Sections 

Asked to comment on the reported labor sec- 
tions of the bill, President William Green of the 
American Federation of Labor said that they met 
with the approval of labor. He also approved the 
licensing provision, as in line with action taken by 
the last American Federation of Labor convention. 

The proposed “national industry recovery act” 
does not include the railroad industry, which is 
to come under a separate bill setting up a federal 
co-ordinator of transportation under the President. 
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Socialists to Unite 


With Communists on 
Reconstruction Plans 


Leaders of the Socialist party—prime movers 
in the gathering of the “Continental Congress,” 
which met in Washington last Saturday and Sun- 
day—initiated a movement toward a possible coali- 
tion on certain “specific issues” with the Com- 
munist organization within the United States. 

Declaring the aim of their meeting in the national 
capital to be the drafting of proposals for “eco- 
nomic reconstruction” along their own lines, the 
executive committee of the Socialist party an- 
nounced a committee had been set up to discuss 
united action with a similar committee from the 
Communist organization. 

Committee to Meet Communists 

Norman Thomas of New York, Socialist presi- 
dential candidate in 1928 and 1932, was named to 
the committee, along with Darlington Hoops of 
Reading. Pa., and Leo Kryciki of Milwaukee. 

The Socialist announcement spoke of meeting 
with the Communist leaders to discuss possibili- 
ties of common action on specific issues. 

The action taken by the executive committee 
followed upon sporadic demands from the floor 
of the congress that “united action” be brought 
about with the Communistic factions scattered 
through the delegations of workers and farmers. 

Closing their two-day conclave, the upward of 
3000 delegates heaped criticism upon capitalism, 
adopted a number of reports, and left up to a con- 
tinuation committee the formulation of a 
“declaration of independence.” 

Confiscation and Capital Levy 

Resolutions and committee reports calling for 
the following were adopted by the convention: 

A direct federal relief appropriation of $3,000,- 
000,000 to be paid in cash to the unemployed; a 
$6,000,000.000 public works program: a five-day 
week and six-hour day; government old age, sick- 
ness and unemployment insurance; immediate cash 
payment of the bonus; mortgage moratorium and 
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interest reduction; public ownership and operation 
of transportation and communication systems, pub- 
lic utitlities, natural resources and basic industries: 
confiscation of all incomes in excess of $25,000 
yearly; high inheritance taxes and a capital levy; 
a new national banking system, with a stop-gap 
system to be created out of the postal savings 
system. 
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FIREMEN MAY ORGANIZE 


The United States Senate has adopted the Brat- 
ton amendment to the District of Columbia ap- 
propriation bill which permits the officers and 
members of the district fire department to join 
labor organizations which do not use the strike 
for any purpose. William Green, president of the 
American Federation of Labor, declares that the 
Bratton amendment meets with the hearty ap- 
proval of the officers and members of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor. 

———@_____—__ 


John P. McLaughlin Resigns as 


Collector of Internal Revenue 

Local politicians received somewhat of a sur- 
prise on Tuesday last when it was announced that 
John P. McLaughlin, collector of internal revenue 
for the last twelve years, had forwarded his resig- 
nation to President Roosevelt. 

The daily newspapers report that McLaughlin 
is to become business manager of the Brotherhood 
of Teamsters and Auto Truck Drivers, of which 
organization he has been secretary for several 
years. 

Receiving his appointment from President Hard- 
ing in 1921, McLaughlin, a close friend of Senator 
Hiram Johnson, had retained office through the 
succeeding administrations. Formerly he held the 
othice of state labor commissioner. 


President Pleads for 
Increases in Wages 


During the last few weeks we have wit- 
nessed with a slight but definite upturn in 
most industries a simultaneous rise in most 
commodity prices. Past experience indicates 
that when the price level begins to rise after 
a long period of declining commodity prices 
wages which have been previously curtailed 
lag behind the rise in the price level. 

That result has in the past imposed upon 
those who labor an unfair burden; has pre- 
vented their just and equitable share in the 
profits of industry and has limited the pur- 
chasing power of the overwhelming ma- 
jority of our population. 

I therefore ask you, who represent in all 
probability the majority of the employers of 
the nation, to refrain from further reduction 
in the wages of your employees, and I ask 
you also to increase your wage scales in 
conformity with and simultaneous with the 
rise of the level of commodity prices in so 
far as this lies within your power. 

It is a simple fact that the average of the 
wage scale of the nation has gone down dur- 
ing the last four years more rapidly than the 
cost of living. It is essential, as a matter of 
national justice, that the wage scale should 
be brought back to meet the cost of living 
and that this process should begin now and 
not later. — From Roosevelt’s address to 
United States Chamber of Commerce. 


COFFEE. 
442 2nd St. 


E 


Friday, May 12, 1933 


Roosevelt Is Asked 
To Aid 30-Hour Week 
And Works Program 


Stressing the seriousness of the unemployment 
situation, the executive council of the American 
Federation of Labor called upon President Roose- 
velt to urge him to support a public works pro- 
gram of not less than $5,000,000,000. The council 
also asked the President to back the thirty-hour 
week bill and told him there should be an imme- 
diate halt to wage-cutting. 

The public works program asked by the council 
would include public buildings, road building, naval 
construction and ship building, reforestation, flood 
control, soil erosion control, and self-liquidating 
projects such as slum clearance, grade crossing 
elimination, housing and state and municipal en- 
terprises. : 

“While labor realizes that a public works pro- 
gram of this character would not provide a com- 
plete remedy for unemployment,” the council said, 
“it would in operation create work opportunities 
for a very large number of people who are idle.” 

In asking presidential support of the thirty-hour 
bill the council said it believed that the enactment 
of the bill is imperatively necessary if the problem 
of unemployment is to be dealt with in a construc- 
tive way. 

Wage-Cutting Assailed 

The council expressed grave apprehension over 
the economic and social effect which the wage 
reduction policy pursued by both the government 
and private industry is having upon the minds and 
lives of the laboring people. It expressed the opin- 
ion that the time had come when a halt should be 
immediately called to the imposition of wage cuts, 
and instead wage increases must be inaugurated in 
order to avoid a further decline in buying power 
which might result from currency inflation. 

The President was asked to appoint labor repre- 
sentatives on the American commission to the 
World Economic Conference in London in June. 
Labor is of the opinion, Mr. Roosevelt was told. 
that the recommendations and the point of view of 
labor upon economic, social and industrial ques- 
tions should be submitted directly by representa- 
tives of labor when questions of this character are 
considered at the London conference. 

The problem of the railroad workers in railroad 
legislation was discussed and the council urged 
that dismissal of the railroad workers through 
consolidations be avoided. The President was ad- 
vised that the A. F. of L. was giving hearty sup- 
port to the railroad workers in the policies which 
they have outlined regarding railroad legislation 
and the protection of those employed on the trans- 
portation lines of the country. 

Deplorable Condition of Miners 

The labor executives directed the attention of 
the President to the tragic situation which prevails 
in the mining industry. The President was told 
that miners employed in the non-union fields are 
forced to accept a rate of pay far below a sub- 
sistence wage, and bad as conditions are in the 
agricultural industry, they are obviously worse in 
the coal mining industry. 

The council urgently requested the President to 
call upon Congress to enact legislation recom- 
mended by the officers of the United Mine Work- 
ers of America, which is designed to stabilize the 
coal mining industry and to guarantee to the 
miners decent wages and the enjoyment of decent 
conditions of employment through the exercise of 
collective bargaining participated in by representa- 
tives of their own choosing. 
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Catholic Conference 
Concludes Sessions 


Providing an excellent forum for the discussion 
of details of President Roosevelt’s “new deal” and 
the problems arising out of recent legislative enact- 
ments and proposals, the Catholic Conference on 
Industrial Problems concluded a two-day session 
with a dinner meeting at the Hotel Whitcomb 
Wednesday night. The conference was sponsored 
by Archbishop Edward J. Hanna, D. D. 

The conference opened Tuesday morning, with 
Rev. P. G. Moriarty in the chair. The first formal 
address on the program was “An Appraisal of 
American Industry,” by Will J. French of the 
State Industrial Accident Commission. This was 
followed by addresses by William H. Crawford of 
the San Francisco Chamber of Commerce and 
Rev. R. A. McGowan of the National Catholic 
Welfare Conference, Washington, D. C. 

“A new social order must replace the present 
unsocial order,” said Mr. French. “Industry must 
be based on service and not on profit. The signs 
are that the so-called captains of industry sense 
the peril, and are anxious to participate in a read- 
justment that will save themselves and others.” 

Humanity of Paramount Importance 


The ‘new deal” will not live up to its name un- 
less men, women and children are considered as 
more important than all else, and industry must 
be based on that conception of enlightened govern- 
ment, declared the speaker. 

Father McGowan urged “democratic co-opera- 
tion between the unions and trade associations in 
each industry, a guild structure for every occupa- 
tion and a federated unity of the guilds.” 

Private Ownership a Limit-d Right 

“Economic life ought to exist so that all can live 
and live well,” Rev. McGowan said. “That is God’s 
purpose, but we have denied it. We must 
recognize that private ownership is a limited right, 
whereas we have treated it as an absolute right 


now 


and refused to organize economic life for the good 
of all.” 

J. P. Rettenmayer, industrial relations chairman 
of the Commonwealth Club, spoke at the Tuesday 
night session on “Regularization of Employment,” 
and also gave a sympathetic review of proposed 
unemployment insurance legislation. The Rev. 
Robert Ik. Lucey of Long Beach delivered an able 
and eloquent address on “Stabilization and the 
Iencyclical.”’ 

Speakers and Their Subjects 

Among the speakers at Wednesday’s meetings 
were Frank C. MacDonald, state labor commis- 
sioner; L. A. Ireland, secretary of the San Fran- 
cisco Employing Printers’ Association, and Roy 
A. Bronson. In the afternoon Paul Scharrenberg 
of the State Federation of Labor was scheduled 
to speak on “Legislative Proposals,” State Con- 
troller Ray L. Riley on “Taxation and Redistribu- 
tion of National Income,” and Sylvester Andri- 
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ano on “Government Action and the Encyclical.” 

At the dinner meeting, presided over by Richard 
M. Tobin, San Francisco, “Reconstruction of the 
Social Order” was discussed by Rev. McGowan; 
“Social Justice,” Daniel C. Murphy, San Francisco 
banker and labor leader; ‘‘The Bishop’s Recon- 
struction Program,” Rev. Russell Wilbur, St. 
Louis, and the concluding address was by Arch- 
bishop Hanna. 

BUTCHERS MAKING TELLING FIGHT 

Meat Cutters’ Union No. 229 of San Diego is 
making a persistent fight against chain stores in 
that city which are unfair to labor and “to the 
citizens and taxpayers of San Diego.” One page 
of the “Tabor Leader” is devoted to exposing the 
policies of these stores and showing the meager 
wages paid to employees, in one instance $7 for a 
full week’s work. Another page of the labor paper 
is used in listing the firms and places of business 
of those who recognize the union and pay decent 
wages. It is publicity of the kind that wins battles 
for labor. 
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NO MORE FINGER PRINTING 

Edward Corsi, immigration commissioner at 
Ellis Island, New York, announced that the order 
issued in February that all immigrants be finger- 
printed upon arrival at the island had been re- 
voked by Secretary of Labor Frances Perkins. 
The finger-print order was issued by former Sec- 
retary of Labor William N. Doak. 

———-@—__—_ 
Information as to Enrollment 
Of Workers for Forestry Camps 

Frank C. MacDonald, state labor commissioner. 
has been advised by Senator Hiram Johnson and 
Congressman Richard J. Welch that no men from 
other states will be sent into the forest labor 
camps of California before the California quota 
has been filled by enrollment of California resi- 
dents. This quota is 11500 men. 

The state labor commissioner was further as- 
sured that all men shipped into California from 
other states under the federal emergency conser- 
vation work program will be returned to their 
respective states at government expense. This 
will be done whether the men work the full period 
of enrollment, which is six months, or are released 
or discharged before the completion of the six 
months. It is estimated that between 30,000 and 
35,000 unemployed single men will be enrolled 
in other states and shipped into California to work 
in labor camps. 

This information from the California representa- 
tives in Congress was in reply to several tele- 
graphic requests that the federal government in- 
sure the return from California of all men shipped 
into this state to work in the federal labor camps. 
It has been arranged that these men will be re- 
turned either to the states where they were re- 
cruited or to their homes. 
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Missionaries Solicit 
Trade for Japanese 


The American Baptist Foreign Missionary So- 
ciety seems to have been put ‘‘on the spot” as a 
importations, says an 
I. L. N. S. dispatch from New York. 

“Printers’ Ink,” magazine of executives and the 
advertising world, has done the job neatly. 

“Printers’ Ink” publishes a letter dated at Tokio, 
February 4, telling Americans that because of the 
dollar-yen rate of exchange Americans can get 
more printing for their money if they have it done 
in Japan. The letterhead bears the cable address, 
“Baptisma, Tokio,” and lists Spencer Kennard as 
foreign secretary, with J. Fullerton Gressitt as 
treasurer, 

The pithy and pointed comment of “Printers’ 
Ink” is as follows: . 

“Here is a curious situation, to be sure. A call 
to the Baptist Board of Missionary Co-operation 
in New York reveals the fact that Spencer Ken- 
nard, on the editorial committee of ‘The Christian 
Graphic,’ is a Baptist missionary, and that J. Ful- 
lerton Gressitt, treasurer of the publishing com- 
mittee of Shin-Sei-Sha, is also treasurer of the 
American Baptist Foreign Mission Society in 
Japan. 

“It would seem logical for these men to stick to 
their jobs as missionaries instead of (at this time 
of all times) emphasizing that the depreciated yen 
offers an opportunity to American manufacturers 
to get cheap printing in Japan at the expense of 
American wage-earners and wage-spenders. 

“In this letter we are asked to give Japanese 
workmen a printing job while we maintain, on 
the privately financed dole, American workmen 
whose jobs have been lost by a depreciated cur- 
rency exchange advantage. And, unless the letter 
is a fake or a forgery, American missionaries are 
lending their names to procedure which is not 
going to win them any good-will, to say the least.” 
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If there is no loyalty there can be no great 
friendship.— Hugo Black. 
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Federation Leadership Paramount 

The ban placed by the executive council of the 
American Federation of Labor on the “Continental 
Congress of Workers and Farmers” which met 
in Washington last Saturday and Sunday has 
aroused the ire of the “Kern County Union Labor 
Journal,” which believes the council “pulled a 
boner.” 

“No reason is given for the ban, but presumably 
it is because radicals will sit in the congress,” says 
the editor of the “Journal.” 

Probably the well-known policy of the Ameri- 
can Federation relative to political gatherings of 
whatsoever shade of philosophy or belief was con- 
sidered sufficient reason by the executive council 
for its action. That the ban was issued so late 
was probably due to the fact that the council was 
not called upon to act until it had received an 
invitation to participate. Had the “continental 
congress” been called by either of the major 
political parties there would have been no criticism 
of the council’s action. 

Trade unionists with radical and socialistic lean- 
ings must sooner or later learn that the American 
Federation of Labor, if it is to maintain its leader- 
ship of the organized workers of the country, can 
not and will not recognize the activities of the 
“red” and “pink” elements which seek to entice 
trade unionists from their allegiance to trade union 
principles to follow after the false gods of radical 
political parties. The individual political or eco- 
nomic beliefs of its members are no concern of 
the Federation; but when the attempt is made, as 
is so often the case, to make trade unionism the 
tail to the political kite of the Socialist or Com- 
munist parties, it is expected of the American 
Federation of Labor that it will refuse to sanction 
such action. 

Trade unionists no doubt will continue to look 
to the American Federation of Labor for leader- 
ship in the inauguration of movements affecting 
American labor, and refuse to participate in ac- 
tivities which seek political ends through mislead- 
ing and destructive policies which have no bearing 
on trade unionism. 

If the action of the executive council needed 
justification it is found in the action of the “con- 
gress” itself, in determining to work with the 
Communists on “certain specific issues.” 
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The United States Senate has adopted the 
amendment to the District of Columbia appropria- 
tion bill prescribing that temporary teachers for 
the schools of the district shall be appointed from 
the eligible list. The amendment, sponsored by 
the American Federation of Labor, was presented 
by Senator Bratton of New Mexico, 
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Response to President’s Request 

The Associated Press dispatches reciting the 
number of firms which have responded to the 
President’s suggestion that wages of employees 
be raised to conform with advancing commodity 
prices are given prominence in the newspapers. 

It is, of course, gratifying to hear from a lead- 
ing industrialist noted for his opposition to union 
labor that “it behooves all American business men 
to support the President’s program,” and declar- 
ing the “increased purchasing power resulting 
from expanded activities and higher payrolls would 
help the country most.” His announcement that 
he will at once grant a 5 per cent wage increase 
to his employees is welcomed as setting a good 
example. 


But it is noticeable in the list of concerns pub- 
lished that many of them were among the first 
to take advantage of the unemployment situation 
to decrease wages, and this in spite of the agree- 
ment with former President Hoover that such 
action would not be resorted to. 


The newspapers themselves, which recently 
have ‘“sandbagged” their organized employees into 
accepting drastic reductions in wages through 
means of a flying squadron of strike-breakers ready 
to take the places of those who refused to accept 
their arbitrary demands, might also “support the 
President’s program” by restoring the former 
wage scales. But no announcement of such pur- 
pose has been observed. 

By all means let the President receive the sup- 
port of the industrial world in his well-meant 
efforts to resuscitate business. And the best evi- 
dence of such support is to follow his advice in 
reviving the purchasing power of the workers, 
without which there is no hope of the success of 


his program. 
SS SSS SS 


Miss Perkins and Minimum Wage 

In her plea before the Committee on Labor of 
the House of Representatives for inclusion of the 
minimum wage provision in the shorter work- 
week bill Secretary of Labor Perkins said that 
“minimum wage experience has demonstrated that 
not only are the lowest wages raised but the higher 
wages have also been supported.” 

Referring to opposition to a minimum wage on 
the ground that it will become the maximum, the 
secretary of labor added: 

“Conclusive disproof is to be found in the in- 
vestigations of wages paid before and after the 
minimum wage rates were put into effect and the 
constantly increasing proportion of workers re- 
ceiving more than the minimum rate.” 

She quoted reports by the California Industrial 
Welfare Commission to support this contention. 

Miss Perkins is unfortunate in her selection of 
the reports of the California Industrial Welfare 
Commission to bolster up her argument. These 
reports show that the “minimum wage” actually 
has become the “maximum wage,” in that rulings 
of that commission have provided that where 35 
per cent of employees of certain establishments 
receive the “minimum wage” 65 per cent may be 
employed at the beginner’s wage, which ranges 
from $9 per week up to $12. Aside from this, 
lower wages also are provided for handicapped 
workers. 


eS eS 

The request of the executive council of the 
American Federation of Labor that President 
Roosevelt give labor representation at the World 
Economic Conference which convenes in London 
on June 12 is a reasonable one. In a letter to the 
President, William Green, head ef the Federation, 
said: “It is impossible to conceive of any economic 
question which may be presented to the World 
Economic Conference for consideration and action 
that is not of its very character and significance 
of great importance and of vital interest to labor,” 


Friday, May 12, 1933 


What Do Platform Promises Mean? 


The world court is an issue again. It is now 
being discussed in the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee at the urging of Democratic leaders 
and, it is said, of the administration. 

Immediate adherence of the United States to 
the world court would give evidence that the 
influence of this country is to be definitely exerted 
on the side of peaceful settlement of disputes in 
co-operation with other nations to this end. It 
would be a definite influence against tendencies 
toward the use of war or other forms of force as 
a means of settlement of international disputes 
as are evident in Europe and Asia today. It would 
indicate a realization on the part of the United 
States that in an interdependent world in which 
nations must deal with one another politically 
and economically there must logically be an estab- 
lished means of settling peacefully disputes which 
may arise among them. 


It would implement the pact of Paris as an indi- 
cation that the United States has accepted the 
moral obligation given in the pact to settle dis- 
putes without the use of war, and is willing to try 
the experiment in the international field that has 
worked with satisfaction in national life. 

In bringing the world court issue to the fore 
the administration will be carrying out the stand 
taken by the Democratic party last June at Chi- 
cago, when it wrote into its platform a plank 
favoring United States adherence to the world 
court. 


o—_—___ 


More Communist “Boring” 

America’s world of radicalism is going through 
another spasm of readjustment, with the proba- 
bilities favoring a strengthening of the Communist 
movement, says an I. L. N. S. dispatch from 
New York. The Communist organization has been 
playing to bring about a split in the Socialist party 
and seems about to reap the reward. 

The Communist proposal was that the Socialist 
organization join with it on specific issues, such 
as the Mooney case and the Scottsboro case. The 
Communist proposal was made as the result of 
orders from the Third Internationale at Moscow, 
which likewise ordered the Communists in the 
United States to follow similar tactics with all 
other organizations, including the American Fed- 
eration of Labor. 

Norman Thomas, recent presidential candidate, 
favors going along with the Communists in their 
“united front” program. Morris Hillquist, wealthy 
lawyer and long the Socialist “boss,” opposes it. 

ee ee 


Hitlerism Gone Maniac 

Hitler’s so-called storm troops have put German 
trade unionism out of business, says an I. L. N. S. 
writer. Today there is no such thing as trade 
unionism in Germany. In the matter of labor regi- 
mentation Germany is on a par with Russia. The 
whole procedure is maniacal. 

So much of the world as still clings to freedom 
and democracy must condemn Hitler’s crazy 
move. Better failure in freedom than success un- 
der such tyrannies as those of Stalin, Mussolini 
and Hitler. That which is called failure by so 
many is in fact success. 

Our question is, Where will the tide of regi- 
mentation stop? Or will it stop? Today’s im- 
possibility is tomorrow’s actual fact. 

It behooves democracy to function, to live and 
to grow. It is stalemate in democracy that gives 
Napoleonic ambitions their opportunity. 


————___ & _____ 


The revised text of the Muscle Shoals bill as it 
passed the United States Senate includes the wage 
provision incorporated in the House bill at the 
request of the officials of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, 
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CUBA, THE SHAMBLES! 


By CHESTER M. WRIGHT: 

Cuba is dripping with blood. Machado, butcher- 
tyrant, has one of the world’s most efficient police 
systems. 

The old ley de fuga (law of flight) used by 
Butcher Weyler and by the former tyrant, Diaz, 
of Mexico, is again in use. Under this ancient 
“law” a prisoner is told to run. While running 
he is shot in the back. Police write it down, “shot 
while attempting to escape.” 

Two boys were shot that way a few days ago. 

Senator Borah of Idaho launched a demand for 
United States action. He issued a statement of 
indignation. 

Now for some history: In 1927, six years ago, 
I went to Cuba and made an investigation in the 
capital and in the interior. Through two channels 
I told the story of butchery and graft. A series 
of eight articles was published by the Scripps- 
Howard newspapers. Another series was carried 
by International Labor News Service to labor 
newspapers. 

The basis of today’s tragic situation was laid 
bare in those articles. Nothing new has happened 
since then; just a continuation of the terror. 

I gave names, dates and places of assassination 
of scores of union leaders and others. I described 
the graft by which Machado keeps Congress in 
line. For every fact I had then proof. 


Machado’s ambassador in Washington, Orrestes 
Ferrara, now secretary of state, sent word to the 
Pan American Federation of Labor to find out 
how my articles could be stopped. I went to see 
him, with a witness. He offered fine wine, as he 
sat in his riding togs, just in from a canter. He 
said my statements were untrue, but disproved 
none of them. What he did not know was that a 
high official of the Cuban Government, secretly an 
honest man, had gone over all my material and 
had said to me, “You have only half the truth. 
The full truth is much worse.” 


The story was laid before several United States 
senators. Senator Borah was supplied with the 
facts. That was five years ago. Among others, 
Senators King, Shipstead and the late Thomas J. 
Walsh were informed. 


The murder story that was gruesome in 1927 
is no more gruesome today—only there is more 
of it. 


Organized labor in Cuba was slaughtered out of 
existence. That story was told, union by union, 
in 1927, Affiliation to the Pan American Federa- 
tion of Labor was blocked by assassination of the 
newly elected president of the newly formed Cuban 
Federation of Labor. That man was shot going 
from his house to a union meeting. 


In Cuba, even then, five years ago, it was neces- 
sary to meet union men in secret places. The 
terror was everywhere. Everything that has hap- 
pened since was on the program then. It had to 
happen and it will continue to happen until 
Machado is overthrown. 


The United States then had the aged General 
Crowder as ambassador. He played with the 
powers. Then went the Chicago magnate, Gug- 
genheim, to continue the tragic performance. 

As these lines are written there is reason to 
think an able man and a fighting man may be 
named ambassador. It seems too much to expect. 

Meanwhile the ABC organization, formed of 
young men, continues to rake the Machado outfit 
on all fronts in its own campaign of terror. It is 
the old, corrupt terror against the young, revo- 
lutionary terror, in a guerrilla warfare. 

Senator Borah comes out five years after the 
first expose. But late as he is, if he keeps on he 
may pound something loose. Better late than 
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never, even though men die every day during the 
procrastination. 

Borah has missed several opportunities. Two 
years ago he had a resolution ready, but aban- 
doned it when the New York “Times” published 
an advance copy said to have been furnished it 
by Senator Moses. Borah then was chairman of 
the Foreign Relations Committee and had much 
power. Today he is a minority member of that 
committee with little power. 

Nothing quite like the Cuban terror exists on 
this globe today—and under the Platt Amendment 
the United States is morally and legally responsi- 
ble. How does that sound to our senators, in- 
cluding Borah? 

o___—___ 


J. F. LEONARD PASSES AWAY 


The death of J. F. Leonard, member Pattern 
Makers’ Union, is reported. He passed away 
May 1. 

a 
OLD-AGE PENSIONS 

The California Department of Social Welfare 
reports that at the end of March the number of 
persons assisted under the old-age security law 
was 13,024, an increase of 187 over the previous 
month. Of the 420 cases acted upon in March, 
398 were placed on the pension roll and only 22 
denied. The average allowance for the month 
was $21.92, and the state’s share of the pension 
expenses amounted to $142,732. 

SR a ee 

NOT DICTATORSHIP, SAYS PRESIDENT 

The function of Congress is to decide what has 
to be done and to select the appropriate agency 
to carry out its will. This policy it has strictly ad- 
hered to. The only thing that has been happening 
has been to designate the President as the agency 
to carry out certain of the purposes of the Con- 
gress. This was constitutional and in keeping with 
the past American tradition.—President Roosevelt 
in his radio address last Sunday. 

Socialization of Necessities 
Suggested by Senator Murphy 

In an interview printed in the San Francisco 
“News” recently, Daniel C. Murphy, former state 
senator and delegate from the Webb Pressmen’s 
Union to the San Francisco Labor Council, dis- 
cussed the economic situation as follows: 

“When 12,000,000 people are unemployed we 
can’t just stand around and argue that each man 
is the master of his destiny, the captain of his soul. 

“Tt is the weakness of the industrial system that 
throws men out of work. It is no fault of the 
jobless. It is ridiculous to talk of ‘rugged in- 
dividualism’ when milling masses are in want. It 
becomes the government’s duty to step in. 

“The very reason for government is to take care 
of the welfare of its people. Absolute necessities 
of life should be socialized if it becomes manifest 
the new deal of President Roosevelt falls short 
of eliminating privation. The United States pro- 
duces a superabundance, but only because of the 
imperfections of its system masses of people must 
suffer for bare necessities. 

“Food and clothing might well be socialized, 
so that everyone gets them, not asa dole or charity, 
but as a right of everyone to share in the wealth 
of the nation and the products of labor. 

“The monetary system is the source at which 
an equitable distribution of purchasing power can 
be regulated. Men must be put to work and re- 
ceive wages before they can buy. President Roose- 
velt demands ‘an adequate currency’—there lies 
the solution—and by that is meant enough to go 
around. The thirty-hour working week bill and 
a reasonable minimum wage will go far toward 
combatting unemployment.” 

i ee 

Wherever there is love and loyalty, even though 

in a hovel, there is fairyland——Charles Kingsley. 


COMMENT AND CRITICISM 


LLN.S 

“Hot oil” is a new term in American industry. 
It’s like hot money. It’s contraband. It’s oil that 
escapes state tax and doesn’t go through the pipe 
lines. 

Big rewards are out for those who catch the 
dealers in hot oil. Dealers in hot oil probably are 
making big money. Well, there is a cause back of 
this evil, as there usually is. 


Perhaps the heavy state taxes have caused some 
bootlegging of oil, but the pipe lines have caused 
more. Here again is the penalty of hoggishness. 


Pipe lines come pretty near being big company 
monopolies and they have been used to gouge and 
choke the little fellows. So, today America has 
hot oil and a great war between the “independ- 
ents” and the monopolists. 

ce ce 


America seems to like its beer experiment. It 
seems to like it with great relish and gusto. 

The drys are moving everything movable to 
find new arguments against beer. Beer, of itself, 
has knocked out the heaviest arguments of the 
drys and the long-faces are in a quandary. 

Well, puny forces that persist in standing in the 
way of events in these times have been getting 
bowled over with great regularity. Destiny is tak- 
ing little notice of pebbles, and even some fairly 
good sized cobbles are being rolled over and flat- 


tened. 
* * * 


Which recalls this pungent and apt epigram in 
a letter a few days ago: “This generation has a 
date with destiny.” It seems to be true. More- 
over, it might be made to read: “The common 
people have a date with destiny in this generation.” 
It may be $0. 

Certainly not in any age have the people come 
into so much information about their oppressors 
and exploiters. If there is any meaning in the old 
maxim that knowledge is power, then the people 
today have a better armament than the 
have ever had. 

Look what we know about the banks. And we 
shall presently know a great deal more. Presently, 
also, we shall know a great deal about the great 
insurance companies. There are yet many secrets, 
but one by one they yield to the pick and shovel 
of the common people. 

OR 


people 


Whether, when these lines are read, we shall 
have a United States Labor Department empow- 
ered to virtually run industry, fixing wages and 
determining which shall run and which shall close, 
is just now uncertain. But the. trend seems to be 
that way. 

Whatever anyone may say, that is not democ- 
racy, but if democracy gets too lazy or too con- 
fused to function and takes unto itself proper pow- 
ers and functions, those who usurp the people’s 
power cannot be greatly blamed. 

Perhaps, too, there is something to be said for 
the view that in these times any action is better 
than none, but still the question remains: Why 
cannot development pursue the lines of democracy 


and freedom? 
* * * 


Labor is on the soundest possible ground in in- 
sisting that inflation will have a harmful effect on 
the masses of the people unless wages are raised 
at the same time. Wages always lag behind ris- 
ing prices and labor will be the first to suffer 
from the higher prices that inflation will bring. 
As the executive council of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor points out, the deleterious effects of 
currency inflation can only be offset by increases 
in wages and through an increase in the mass pur- 
chasing power of the nation. 


Six 


President Outlines 


Policies in Address 


In a review of his policies in a radio address last 
Sunday night President Roosevelt promised that 
the government would assist industry in co-opera- 
tive supervision designed “to give the industrial 
workers of the country a more fair wage return.” 

He also pledged action to “prevent cut-throat 
competition and unduly long hours for labor, and 
at the same time encourage each industry to pre- 
vent overproduction.” 

The President committed himself to invoke the 
powers of the inflation bill if necessary to restore 
prices to a fair level, and coupled this promise 
with assurance that he would seek to prevent a 
speculative boom that “will lead us into another 
tailspin.” 

To Protect Borrowers 


Answering the question as to whether he would 
use the great powers being granted by Congress 
to expand credit and currency and cheapen the 
dollar, the President detined his policy as follows: 

“The administration has the definite objective 
of raising commodity prices to such an extent that 
those who have borrowed money will, on the aver- 
age, be able to repay that money in the same kind 
ot dollar which they borrowed. 

“We do not seek to let them get such a cheap 
dollar that they will be able to pay back a great 
deal less than they borrowed. In other words, 
we seek to correct a wrong and not to create an- 
other wrong in the opposite direction. 

“That is why powers are being given to the 
administration to provide, if necessary, for an en- 
largement of credit, in order to correct the exist- 
ing wrong. These powers will be used when. as 
and if it may be necessary to accomplish the pur- 
pose.” 

Partnership Rather Than Control 


Mr. Roosevelt objected to the term “government 
control” as a description of the plan he is develop- 
ing for co-operative supervision of industry. He 
said it was “rather a partnership in planning and 
partnership to see that plans are carried out.” 

The President in his statement to the nation said 
there was reason to believe “that things are a little 
better than they were two months ago.” When 
he took office, he said, the country “was dying by 
inches.” 
“Industry has picked up,” he declared, “rail- 
roads are carrying more freight, farm prices are 
better, but I am not going to indulge in issuing 
proclamations of over-enthusiastic assurance. We 
cannot ballyhoo ourselves back to prosperity. 

“Tam going to be honest at all times with the 
people of the country. I do not want the people 
of this country to take the foolish course of let- 
ting this improvement come back on another spec- 
ulative wave.” 


> 
STATE EMPLOYMENT SERVICE 


The April record of placements made by the 
several state employment agencies of the Depart- 
ment of Industrial Relations, co-operating with 
the federal employment service, is reported by 
William A. Granfield, chief, as follows: Place- 
ments (both sexes), 4620, a decrease of 15.7 per 
cent from April a year ago, and a decrease of 
.9 per cent compared to March, 1933. The total 
placements since July 1, 1932, were 53,288. 


Pompeii Macaroni Factory, Inc. 
Manufacturers o 
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“SEARCHLIGHT” RESUMES PUBLICATION 


“The Searchlight,” official organ of the Ferry- 
boatmen’s Union of California, has again made 
its appearance, and an announcement states that 
it will be published monthly, and that it “will be 
dedicated to serve the interest of the Ferryboat- 
men’s Union of California, to oppose any interest 
that is attempting, or may attempt, to destroy the 
conditions under which the members of the or- 
ganization are working,” and “to expose racketeers 
and self-seeking individuals within and without 
the marine organizations.” 

————_@__-—_——_ 
MATTHEW WOLL HONORED 


Governor Herbert H. Lehman appointed Mat- 
thew Woll, president of the Union Labor Life 
Insurance Company, and James A. Beha, a direc- 
tor of the same organization, to membership on 
the New York State Advisory Insurance Board, 
whose powers are to advise with the New York 
State Superintendent of Insurance and to make 
recommendations to him on matters submitted to it. 

———_—_ @&_—___—_ 
WILL ADDRESS MASS MEETING 


William M. Foley, secretary of the Master Bak- 
ers’ Association, will be one of the speakers at the 
mass meeting to be held in the Labor Temple on 
May 22 under the auspices of the Labor Council. 
The subject of his address will be “Home Indus- 
try and Collective Bargaining.” 


See Se eee 
Sermon on the Mount as Basis 
For Cure of Economic Distress 


The Christian Commonwealth Association of 
San Francisco was recently organized “to use, 
especially, the Sermon on the Mount, and through 
it address a testimony to the people of California 
encouraging them and assuring them that this 
great message of Jesus Christ has in it, if and 
where followed, a genuine cure for the present 
economic and moral ills of this state.’ The head- 
quarters of the association is at 627 Frederick 
street. 

The association is forming a bureau of research 
for the study and interpretation of the present 
crisis, and to solve its problems in the light of the 
Sermon on the Mount. The motto of the research 
bureau is, “Only the self-raised stay up.” 

“Cannot capital and labor together follow the 
economic gleam that is in this motto and encour- 
age every dweller in California to achieve his or 
her best under its wise appeal?” asks a circular 
addressed to San Francisco and California em- 
ployers of labor, which continues: 

“In order that our own consciences may ap- 
prove us and make us strong, let us endeavor to 
disarm the capital and labor situation of its severi- 
ties and rearm it with good-will. Furthermore, 
if we will lead off in this way we are persuaded 
that we will have the earnest co-operation of the 
farmers, the press and the Christian leaders of the 
state in doing it. 

“Will the employers of labor accept from us an 
invitation and a request to share together in aid- 
ing the Christian Commonwealth Association to 
fulfill its beneficent aims, especially the aims of 
the bureau of research?” 


Fifty yeare 
Of fine shoemaking. 
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To Include Newspapers 
In Black-Connery Bill 


A strong argument for the inclusion of news- 
papers and periodicals in the federal thirty-hour 
week bill was made before the House Labor Com- 
mittee by John B. Haggerty, president of both 
the International Allied Printing Trades Associa- 
tion and the International Brotherhood of Book- 
binders, says a Washington dispatch. 

Haggerty said that at least 30 per cent of the 
members of the printing craft international unions 
are totally unemployed, with 50 per cent working 
not more than one, two or three days per week 
and the remaining 20 per cent on a five-day or 
forty-four hour week. 


Thirty-Hour Week Is Practicable 


Haggerty told the committee that the board of 
governors of the International Allied Printing 
Trades Association, at its recent meeting in Wash- 
ington, declared there was no reason for exclud- 
ing the newspaper and periodical publishing indus- 
try from the operation of the Black-Connery bill 
restricting the hours of work per day to six and 
the work week to five days. The board was also 
of the opinion that the thirty-hour week could be 
applied to newspapers and periodicals without any 
great inconvenience to the owners. 

He pointed out that to exempt the newspapers 
and periodicals from the thirty-hour week and 
apply it to commercial printing establishments 
would create a division in the industry which 
would inconvenience the employer and produce 
chaos and misunderstanding within the trade be- 
cause the two lines of work are not definitely 
separated. 


Minimum Wage Opposed 

“We wish to make it clear,” Haggerty said 
“that we do not approve the establishment of a 
minimum wage unless the wage already established 
in printing centers by printing trade workers is 
used as the minimum. We take this position be- 
cause with rare exceptions a minimum wage be- 
comes the maximum as well. Modern civilization 
demands that labor, the very backbone of our 
nation, shall participate together with other groups 
in increasingly improved standards and oppor- 
tunities to realize its ideals.” 

The printing trades workers, Haggerty said, 
also urged that the bill should apply to the prod- 
ucts of foreign as well as domestic workers. 

se ge ee 
INDORSES SHORTER WORK-WEEK 

The convention of the Amalgamated Associa- 
tion of Iron, Steel and Tin Workers, held at Pitts- 
burgh recently, adopted a resolution indorsing the 
thirty-hour week for all workers. 
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Dollar a Day in Taxes 
Out of Moderate Pay 


In view of the fact that the voters of California 
will be asked at the coming election to pass upon 
a tax bill, which will include the sales tax, so per- 
sistently advocated by real estate dealers and 
owners of vast tracts of land, the Labor Clarion 
presents an interesting estimate of the taxes paid 
under existing laws, directly and indirectly, by the 
man of moderate salary. 

‘The estimate is an excerpt from a review of the 
state tax situation by A. H. Morosco, tax coun- 
selor in charge of research for the California Tax- 
Association, which appeared in “Tax 
Facts,” the monthly magazine of that association, 
for May. It is as follows: 

Thinks He Pays No Taxes 


“The statement is frequently made, ‘My interest 
in taxes and in governmental expenditures is not 
very keen because, fortunately, I own no prop- 
erty and therefore I don’t pay any taxes.’ 

“In order to disprove this statement we have 
assumed the expenditures of an individual in Cali- 
fornia whose income is approximately $150 a 
month. We have taken a widely published budget 
as to the logical expenditures for an individual 
with a fixed income of that amount. We have 
made two or three assumptions which are made 
necessarily in seeking to arrive at a rough estimate 
of the taxes paid in California by the man or 
woman who claims he or she pays no taxes. 

What He Actually Pays 


“We have assumed that he owns an automobile, 
assessed at $350. The personal property tax upon 
this automobile would be $18. An auto license 
would cost $3. We have assumed that he uses 


payers’ 


the automobile occasionally to indulge in a fishing 
or hunting trip; his license fee would be $3. The 


" average gasoline consumed in 


is 600 


California 


_ gallons per automobile per year, so his tax upon 
| gasoline would be $18 to the state, and $6 to the 


iederal government. The budget allows $20 of 


the expenditures for electric light; 74 per cent 


» of that amount is a direct tax, making a total 


— 
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of $1.50 for electric light. The same is true of gas, 
making a total of $1.50. It is assumed that he 
occasionally rides the street car, either out of 
necessity or for convenience, and his tax, amount- 
ing to $1.53, is contributed through the purchase 
of tokens. His house rent, plus water tax, equals 
a total of $80 per annum. He carries the average 
$2000 life insurance policy, which results in a tax 
of $8.20. We have assumed that he indulges in the 
customary three meals a day and purchases the 
normal amount of food, which through commission 
fees, licenses to do business, and transportation 
taxes, roughly, add 18 per cent to the food bill, 
which would be a total of $108. He purchases the 
normal amount of clothing, and the tax is $30. He 
possesses a telephone and his annual tax bill is 
$2.20. The normal consumption of cigars, cigar- 
ettes and tobacco on a per capita base results in a 
tax of $30.80. His moving picture tax is roughly 


$2.50 per annum, and, being a bridge enthusiast, 
on 
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he pays 25 cents upon his two decks of playing 
cards a year. 
$150 a Month Worker Pays Dollar a Day 

“The net result is that a man with an income 
of $150 a month, $1800 a year, expended in the 
fashion outlined by a satisfactory budget, will pay 
$324.15 per year in indirect taxes under the 1931 
tax schedule. This was materially increased as 
the result of the 1932 federal act, which increased 
postal rates, the cost of automobile accessories, 
cameras, candy, carbonated and cereal beverages, 
chewing gum, firearms, gasoline, lubricating oil, 
matches, radios, tires, tubes, deposit boxes and 
telegraph messages. 

“It is a fair estimate that the average man who 
owns no property, who has an income of $150 a 
month, is paying roughly $30 a month taxes—$1 
a day to support public expenditures.” 

- > 
FAVORS NAVAL CONSTRUCTION 

William Green, president of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, announced on May 1 that the 
executive council had recommended to Congress 
that $300,000,000 of the proposed $3,000,000,000 
construction appropriation be allotted for naval 
construction to be carried on in government navy 
yards. He said: ‘We firmly believe that the 
development and construction of the naval strength 
of the nation to the point approximating the pro- 
visions of the London treaty will be to the best in- 
terests of the nation, and in addition such action 
will result in the creation of work opportunities 
for thousands of unemployed working people.” 

-@— 
TEACHERS’ SALARY CUTS APPROVED 

The new schedule of teachers’ salaries, provid- 
ing for cuts totaling $800,000 a year, was approved 
Tuesday last by the San Francisco Board of Edu- 
cation. Protests from Parent-Teacher Association 
delegations against curtailing evening high school 
classes at a saving of $66,000 were taken under 
advisement. 


—e 


Secretary of Labor Perkins 
Urges Wagner’s Job Agency Bill 


Appearing before the Senate Committee on Edu- 
cation and Labor, Secretary of Labor Frances 
Perkins urged passage of the Wagner bill to estab- 
lish a national employment system, says a Wash- 
ington dispatch. 

Miss Perkins told the committee that only 
twenty-four states have employment bureaus and 
that federal offices should be opened in states 
where no public employment systems exist. 

The Wagner bill is designed to co-ordinate state 
and federal employment systems, with the states 
operating the actual job agencies and the federal 
government matching their appropriations for the 
services. Under the bill the government would 
establish a co-ordinating office in Washington 
which would provide employment information to 
the states. 
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Labor Is Called Upon 
To Overcome Fascism 


A stirring appeal for whole-hearted defense of 
democracy and unremitting opposition to Fascism 
was made by the general council of the Inter- 
national Federation of Trade Unions, meeting in 
Zurich, Switzerland. The appeal denounces the 
communists for dividing the workers and calls 
upon labor to fight dictatorship with all its 
strength. 

“The International Federation of Trade Unions 
strenuously opposes Fascism and dictatorship in 
any form,” the appeal says. ‘Fascism is the 
negation of democracy and inevitably brings in 
its trail the suppression of the liberties of the 
people. 

“The war and the world economic crisis brought 
about conditions in Germany which our comrades 
in that country have ceaselessly striven to miti- 
gate. They believed in obtaining redress by rea- 
son and persuasion. Hitlerism stands for methods 
of force and for a perverted nationalism which 
are a grave danger to peace. 

Communists Divide Workers 

“The economic depression of world capitalism, 
bringing in its trail the millions of unemployed 
and under-employed, hopelessness, misery and 
despair mounting in volume, has been unscrupu- 
lously exploited by the enemies of the people. 

“By their malicious propaganda and activities 
the Communists have deliberately divided the 
forces of the workers and thereby weakened their 
powers of resistance. 

“The rise of Fascism, that has now fastened it- 
self upon the German people, is a warning to all 
workers. They must take steps to prevent its 
emergence wherever democracy is still in being. 
One of its best guarantees for freedom and peace 
and democracy is a free and unfettered trade union 
movement. 

Labor Backs German Masses 

“To the working masses of Germany we express 
our heartfelt sympathy in their hour of trial. We 
assure them that they can always confidently rely 
upon the solidarity of the International Federation 
of Trade Unions. 

“All lovers of freedom must be roused into ac- 
tivity against Fascism and its attendant dangers 
by voice, by pen, by organization, by education 
and by any appropriate economic and _ political 
action; this rule of force against reason, of the 
‘iron hand’ against public will, must receive our 
unremitting opposition. 

“Hail Liberty! Hail Peace! 
Hail international solidarity!” 

2 ee eer 
3y calling for the union label on your purchases 
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Hail Democracy! 


CHEAP CLEANING IS EXPENSIVE 


Be not deceived by cheap cleaning. Protect the health of your family by 
patronizing a plant where all your clothes and household goods, including 
rugs, are handled under the most sanitary conditions, where your clothing 
stays clean and pressed longer and save them from wear. 
Cleaning with us is an art. 
High Quality Cleaning and Finishing at 
Moderate Prices—You Will Be Surprised! 


J. ALLEC 


DYEING AND CLEANING WORKS 


Main Office and Works 


2140 FOLSOM STREET 
PHONE HEMLOCK 3131 
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RUN O’ THE HOOK 


(This department is conducted by the president of 
San Francisco Typographical Union No. 21) 


Hugh M. Porter, who had been employed for 
some time as a proofreader at the Crandall Press, 
passed away very suddenly Tuesday morning, 
May 9, at his home near Los Altos. Mr. Porter 
had been a member of San Francisco Union since 
1922. Among those surviving are the widow, two 
sisters, and a brother. Funeral services were held 
Thursday, May 11, from the family home at Los 
Altos, interment being in Alta Mesa Cemetery 
near Palo Alto. 

Friends of Walter Barney, genial machinist em- 
ployed on the “Call-Bulletin,” will be sorry to hear 
that he was taken suddenly ill last Tuesday and is 
confined to St. Mary’s Hospital. 

Agreement has been reached between the Em- 
ploying Printers’ Association and San Francisco 
Typographical Union whereby the five-day week 
becomes operative this week in commercial offices. 
It provides for five-day operation over the full 
six-day period of the week, making all shifts eight 
hours. All members of the union, including super- 
intendents foremen doing composing room 
work, are in future limited to forty hours. The 
effective date is Friday, May 12, and calls for five 
days’ pay for five days’ work. The continued har- 
monious relations with the job employers of this 
city, as demonstrated in negotiating this new sup- 
plemental agreement, are worthy of note. 

Humor had small place in a recent situation in 
San Francisco when organized employees in one 
of the city’s industries found that 300 scabs had 
been imported to take their places in case these 
union men and women refused to accept the terms 
of a 48-hour ultimatum laid down by the employers 
and their representative. Incidentally, the ultimatum 
had been presented while the (heretofore) custo- 
mary orderly negotiations were in progress, and 
during which the employers’ representative had in- 
sisted a binding contract was in force between the 
two parties. But to a story, as related to this col- 
umn, that later trickled out to newspaper row 
from one of the leading San Francisco hotels. 
This hotel was luxuriously housing, at the expense 
of the owners of the industry involved, a large 
number of these scabs, brought in Pullmans from 
the ends of the country, and awaiting orders to 
take the places of the union employees, a large 
majority of which latter had years of residence in 
San Francisco and many of whom are native born. 
Until now the hotel in question may be said to 
have been one of “class,’”’ and known around the 
world. One of its permanent guests, given to close 
observation, had noted that the scabs on leaving 
the hotel either walked, or waited for street cars, 
in contrast to the generous patronage by other 
guests of the taxis and limousines always on 
quick call at the door. He observed, also, that they 
avoided the hotel dining room, with its well known 
cuisine and service, and curiosity in general caused 
more accurate observation. Imagine the surprise 
when it was definitely established that the majority 
of the new arrivals were dining at a Chinese res- 
taurant on Kearny street or at some of the cheap- 
est of places on Third street! Approaching the 
hotel room clerk the observer inquired as to the 
identity of the unknowns. “Oh, merely a few Bible 
students here for a short stay,” was the reply. The 
answer went over, and was adopted as standard. 
Next to observe the new “roomers” is reported to 
have been another guest—a stately matron—ac- 
customed to seeing, in the lobby, foreign diplomats 
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and ambassadors en route to Washington or the 
Orient, leading financiers from California street 
attending business conferences and club meetings, 
and prominent visitors to the city from all walks 
of life; perhaps, also, quietly observing that the 
wardrobes of some of the women members of the 
imported tribe, ready to take the places of the 
local girls in the event of the lockout, bore no 
evidence of being late Paris creations or compar- 
able with those usually seen at the hotel’s famous 
evening concerts. With some evidence of deep 
concern, this matron inquired at the desk, “Just 
who are these people now in the hotel, who go and 
return in couples, threes and fours, appear to be 
here in compulsory attendance at certain hours of 
the day, and stare so rudely at those passing 
through the halls?” “Oh, my dear madam,” re- 
plied the clerk, “don’t be alarmed; they are only 
some Bible students visiting the city, and to whom 
we have been asked to show favors during their 
stay.” For years the hotel has been the permanent 
home of many of those enjoying in ease the later 
years of life. They admired its charm and quiet 
dignity, acquired through the years when hotel 
owners and managers like the proud and courtly 
Colonel Kirkpatrick and others of his day were 
setting the standard of refinement in San Fran- 
cisco in that line. To inquire of the assistant man- 
ager came one of these permanent guests who, 
with his wife, appears to have had rooms on the 
same floor with some of the scabs. “Mr. ‘ 
just who are these peculiar people who have been 
with us for the past week? I note that they ar- 
rive and are registered in parties of six to four- 
teen, under the orders of an apparent leader, but 
that they are much different in dress and deport- 
ment from the Cook tourists you have at times 
had as guests.” “Ah,” replied the assistant, “the 
hotel management is just aiming to do a charitable 
deed, preferably without publicity; these are some 
very poor Bible students traveling, for a broader 
education, and we have been requested to make a 
special concession in their behalf.” “Bible stu- 
dents!’ roared the dignified inquirer, at this insult 
to his intelligence, and in a voice that made Lotta’s 
fountain tremble. “Bible students, hell! They reek 
of liquor and they small like polecats! Bible stu- 
dents!” 


W. E. Shepherd, well known to members around 
headquarters, sailed last Saturday on the new Mat- 
son liner Lurline for Honolulu, serving as second 
printer on that palatial vessel. 


A sample ballot listing the candidates for the 
various offices to be filled by New York Union 
shows a total of ninety-two, including six candi- 
dates for president, four for vice-president, three 
for secretary-treasurer, forty-seven for executive 
committee (eleven to be elected), as well as many 
prospects for I. T. U. delegates and several lesser 
important offices. 


San Jose Allied Printing Trades Council is hold- 
ing a picnic at Almaden Mines, near San Jose, on 
Sunday, May 14. A cordial invitation is extended 
to all members of printing trades unions to attend. 
Admission is 50c per person, children under 12 
years free. Beer and lunch will be served free 
of charge. Directions will be posted leading from 
the heart of San Jose to picnic grounds. 


There is something strangely familiar to mem- 
bers of the printing trades unions in the argument 
made last week by the representative of the Amer- 
ican Newspaper Publishers’ Association before the 
House Committee on Labor in hearings on the 
thirty-hour week bill. Without “classification” 
the measure was opposed as impractical for news- 
papers, according to the report in “Editor & Pub- 
lisher.” Without expressing opinion as to the pro- 
visions of particular measures now being con- 
sidered, the provisions of which appear to: be 
changed almost daily according to news reports, 
one can not help but note that the A. N. P. A. 
representative is solicitous of (1) existing con- 


Friday, May 12, 1933 


‘BURDENS’ ON BUSINESS 


What’s afoot? asks a New York correspondent 
of I. L. N. S., and then states that George W. 
Wickersham, chairman of the State Economic 
Council, was designated by that body to appoint 
a committee to fight state and national legislative 
measures that “might prove burdensome to busi- 
ness.” 


This looks like a big business war on protective 
legislation. “Business now must take the of- 
fensive,” said President Merwin K. Hart of the 
council. He specified unemployment insurance as 
a leading measure to oppose. 


Hart said most objectionable legislation had been 
forced through by minorities and “tipped his hand” 
by saying: “These groups, which seldom have to 
shoulder any considerable part of the cost of social 
legislation, leave the sword of Damocles hang- 
ing over the head of industry.” 

Mr. Hart doesn’t say who it was that hung the 
sword of Damocles over labor or who is going 
to get labor’s head out from under it. 


tracts between newspapers and unions, (2) arbi- 
tration contracts requiring maintenance of existing 
conditions until changed by mutual consent, and 
(3) “laws of the printing trades unions which Mr. 
Kelly holds can not be left in force if contracts 
and arbitration agreements are set aside” by the 
Proposed government regulation. He also asks 
that if such contracts and agreements are set aside 
a clear instruction be issued which will designate 
the tribunal to which disputes of the parties may 
be submitted “without any limitation whatsoever 
from union laws.” 


“Chronicle” Chapel Notes—By Charles Crawford 


S’funny about these commuters. Take Al 
Adams and Van Schaick, for instance. These 
gents run nightly for Marin county ferries, and 
yet nothing that they can say regarding that 
county is unsaid. The weather is always perfect; 
you always can get home from the shop in an 
hour, etc. However, last Saturday they let slip a 
few words that those not commuting seldom hear. 
Al meets Van and asks, quietly, “Any snow over 
our way, yet?” 

William (‘Pro’) Groom is confined at his home 
again with illness. 

Week ago Thursday was celebrated in the com- 


| posing room as “Chronicle” Pi Day. Long about 


2:30 of that afternoon a truck loaded with ads for 
the paper hit a hole and turned over, depositing 
said ads in a heap of pi. Ed Thornton received 
bruises in that accident. Later in the evening 
Howard Hyatt needed a galley of leads; he went 
to the storage, grabbed a galley, and then tripped 
over a wire, resulting in more pi. At 10:45 p, m. 
a form was brought to the ad room and more pi 
was fixed up. For desserts that evening the | 


makeups had spinach. 


PROGRESSIVE 
CLUB MEETING 


All members of the I. T. U. are invited to attend 


Sixteenth and Capp Streets 


Indorsement of Candidates 


AT 8:00 IN THE EVENING 


Tuesday, May 16th 


D. N. Bonnington, Pres. R. W. Waterson, Secy. 
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Friday, May 12, 1933 


MAILER NOTES 


By LEROY C. SMITH: 


A circular issued by the McArdle for President 
of the M. T. D. U. campaign committee, of New 
York Mailers’ Union No. 6, of which committee 
Charles A. Gallagher was chairman, and Daniel J. 
McCullough, secretary, says in part: 

“President Charles N. Smith and Vice-President 
White of the M. T. D. U., by their obstructionist 
tactics prove that they are opposed to a 
settlement of our differences. with the executive 
council of the International Typographical Union. 

“But with McArdle, president; Mitchell, vice- 
president, and Roberts, secretary-treasurer . 
we will endeavor to become a strongly organized 
body, instead of a rapidly disorganizing group 

. McArdle has hidden nothing and has laid 
his cards on the table . . . he is for an honorable 
settlement of our differences. 

“But if Smith and White wish to perpetuate 
themselves in office, let them show what progress 
we (the M. T. D. U.) have made under their 
leadership . . but it is bringing us to destruc- 
tion . . . and the welfare of the Mailers (M. T. 
D. U.) demands that they be set aside.” 

And “$100,000 more, taking into account the 
manner in which the $100,000 defense fund was 
spent, probably would have resulted in the entire 
disintegration of the M. T. D. U., something which 
can only be prevented by the election of McArdle 
as president; Mitchell, vice-president, and Roberts, 
secretary-treasurer, who are pledged to an en- 
deavor to make the M. T. D. U. a bigger and a 
better organization.” 

Judging from the “achievements” of the Mc- 
Ardle-Roberts administration of M. T. D. U. af- 
fairs, it would appear that the members of the 
M. T. D. U., to say the least, “jumped from the 
frying pan into the fire’ in changing M. T. D. U. 
officers. The McArdle-Roberts alleged “peace” 
proposals at Indianapolis and Boston were only 
the ancillary bill in another form, which were 
rejected by the executive council of the Interna- 
tional Typographical Union, and the Progressive 
party, or “outlaw” delegates, at a so-called “peace” 
conference at the Boston convention. The United 
States District Court and the United States Cir- 
cuit Court dismissed the ancillary bill of complaint 
for want of equity, assessing the costs against the 
M. T. D. U. 

Two more locals ‘have withdrawn from the 
M. T. D. U—Milwaukee and Cincinnati. The 
liabilities of the M. T. D. U., owing principally to 
futile court litigation on the part of those who 
sponsored the costly ancillary bill of complaint 
against the International Typographical Union 
are far beyond its entire assets. The present 
M. T. D. U. officers broke faith with the mem- 
bers who elected them by drawing healthy amounts 
of back salaries. When candidates for office their 
campaign promises were that they would draw no 
salaries while the money was needed for other 
purposes vital to the existence of the M. T. D. U., 
namely, court costs and loans secured from locals 
for the Mailer appeal case, which, of course, they 
lost. 

It would be interesting to learn the views of 
those M. T. D. U. officers regarding the McArdle- 
Roberts administration, who have the prefix “ex” 
affixed to their names. 
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New Figures Reveal Big Need 
For New Industrial Equipment 


Obsolescence, declared in I. L. N. S. news 
stories and special articles a year ago to be a 
tremendous factor in the economic situation, has 
been brought to the fore at this time by Standard 
Statistics Corporation, according to a New York 
dispatch. 

“Standard Statistics” says United States Steel 
is 22 per cent obsolete and that it should now be 
rated as operating at 32 per cent of capacity in- 
stead of 25 as a consequence. 

Obsolete or out-of-date equipment is reported 
for other industries as follows: Textiles, 40 per 
cent; apparel, 40 per cent; radio, 25 per cent; auto- 
mobiles, 22 per cent; auto parts, 20 per cent; 
leather and shoes, 20 per cent; paper, 20 per cent; 
oil refineries, 15 per cent; sugar refineries, 15 per 
cent; auto tires, 12 per cent; utilities, 10 per cent; 
electrical equipment, 10 per cent; aircraft, 10 per 
cent; cement, 10 per cent; railroads, 10 per cent. 

Thus plant capacities are smaller than is gen- 
erally thought and tremendous expenditures will 
be required for replacement if and when there is 
any necessity for replacement. 

Much of this obsolescence has come about dur- 
ing disuse because of lack of any good reason for 
keeping full equipment up-to-date. However, re- 
placement, when it does come, will bring even 
more advanced machinery, creating a new phase 
of technological unemployment. 


——_—__— --@ 


Parole of Centralia Prisoner 
Recalls Armistice Day Tragedy 


The Washington State Pardon Board has or- 
dered the parole of John Lamb, one of the four 
remaining prisoners in the Centralia, Wash., Ar- 
mistice Day cases. 

Friends of the prisoners expect that the other 
three will shortly be set free, says an Olympia 
dispatch, inasmuch as Governor Clarence Martin 
is understood to view their cases favorably. The 
three are Britt Smith, who was secretary of the 
Industrial Workers of the World in Centralia; 
Ray Becker, and Bert Bland. They and five others 
were sentenced to twenty-five to forty years in 
prison in 1920 on a charge of conspiracy to mur- 
der, after a gun fight with parading ex-soldiers. 

The accused men contended they were only 


defending their hall against a raid by the soldiers. 


One of the defendants died in prison; 
originally found insane was freed as sane in 1930; 


and two others were paroled. 
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| JACQUARD DAVENPORT BED 


$77.50 
A Remarkably Well-Built Bed 


for the small bungalow, flat or apart- 
ment. The quality of Jacquard and the 
construction is guaranteed the best 
money can buy for a moderate price. 


Eastern Outfitting Company 


1017 MARKET STREET, NEAR 6TH ST. 
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| WORKERS SEND PROTEST 


An emphatic protest to the administration and 
to Democratic leaders in Congress against re- 
ported sidetracking of the thirty-hour week bill 
has been made by leaders of the United Textile 
Workers in Philadelphia. 

“The situation in American industry today is so 
critical that Congress simply cannot afford to 
postpone consideration of the revised Connery- 
Black bill now being considered by the House 
Committee on Labor,” W. F. Kelley, vice-presi- 
dent of the United Textile Workers, said in a 
letter to Senator Joseph T. Robinson, Democratic 
Senate leader. A copy of the letter was sent to 
President Roosevelt. 

Declaring that prompt governmental regulation 
of industry is imperative, the letter said: 

“Business and industry cannot stand the strain 
of unregulated action any longer. The bankruptcy 
of individual firms might not mean so much if it 
were possible to isolate the effects of one failure 
from the whole section of industry in which it 
operates. Business difficulties will most certainly 
force an uncontrolled inflation with ultimate dis- 
aster. 

“Members of the United Textile Workers of 
America in Philadelphia, as elsewhere, are em- 
phatically in favor of the bill as amended by 
Secretary of Labor Perkins. We welcome the 
application of minimum wage regulations for men 
as well as women during the period of this emer- 
gency. Such minor disagreements as have been 
expressed on this measure must not be used as a 
pretext to delay a measure which is at least as 
urgent as currency reform or farm relief.” 

oe 

Let honesty be the breath of thy soul.—Benja- 
min Franklin. 
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MAX A. MULDNER 


Public Accountant 


Phone EXbrook 7265 318 S. F. LABOR TEMPLE 


e 


4 
5] 
— you are in the market } 
or 
PRINTING 
BOOKBINDING & 
PHOTO-ENGRAVING 


CUTS 
= —— LING 
eq TRADES [NON COUNCILS 
treme 
Ask for the above emblem, which represents 
the product of Unions affiliated with the 
ALLIED PRINTING TRADES COUNCIL 


A symbol of fair conditions for the worker 


a) 


Buy American 
eet eee ees ee 
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FOR THE UNION LABEL ON ALL 
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Walter N. Brunt Press 


Printing and Badges 
i 111 Seventh Street 
Phone MArket 7070 
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Ss. F. LABOR COUNCIL 


Labor Council meets every Friday at 8 p. m. at 


Labor Temple, Sixteenth and Capp streets. Secre- 
tary'’s office and headquarters, Room 205, Labor 
Temple. The Executive and Arbitration Committees 
meet every Monday at 7:30 p. m. Label Section 
meets first and third Wednesdays at 8 p. m. Head- 
quarters phone, MArket 0056. 


Synepsis of Minutes of May 5, 1933 
Meeting called to order at 8:15 p. m. by Presi- 
dent Vandeleur. 
Roll Call of Officers—AIll present. 


Reading Minutes— Minutes of the previous meet- 
ing approved as printed in the Labor Clarion. 

Credentials—From Office Employees, Frank C. 
Miller and William T. Bonsor; Chauffeurs, John 
Baranow, vice W. Folsom. Delegates seated. 

Communications—Filed—From the American 
Federation of Labor, inclosing copy of monthly 
review of unemployment. From Civil Service 
Commission, scope circular stating that an exam- 
ination will be held for office surveyor on Friday, 
May 19. From San Francisco Continuation School 
thanking Secretary O’Connell for his wholehearted 
championship of their cause and the splendid work 
he had done in behalf of the teachers. From the 
American Federation of Labor, with reference to 
the Continental Congress of Workers and Farmers 
for Economic Reconstruction to be held in the 
Washington Auditorium, and stating that interna- 
tional unions should advise their locals not to send 
delegates to said congress. Announcement of the 
Catholic Conference on Industrial Problems to be 
held at the Whitcomb Hotel May 9 and 10, 1933, 
and recommending delegates to attend the sessions 
every day if possible. From Postal Clerks’ Union, 
invitation extended to Secretary O’Connell to at- 
tend their annual dansant at the Whitcomb Hotel, 
May 20. Telegram from the A. F. of L. opposing 
the minimum wage amendment to the thirty-hour 
week bill. From the Building Trades Council, 
thanking President Vandeleur for his assistance 
in the Acme Brewery matter. 

Referred to Executive Committee—From the 
Cleaners and Dyers’ Union, requesting the Council 
to place the Thomas, Allec, Taco Corporation, the 


Sterling Cleaners in Burlingame, and the Bel! 
Cleaners in this city on the “We Don’t Patronize 
List,” 


Referred to State Federation of Butchers—From 


WE DON’T PATRONIZE LIST 


The concerns listed below are on the “We 
Don’t Patronize List’’ of the San Francisco 
Labor Council. Members of Labor Unions 
and sympathizers are requested to cut this 
out and post it. 


American Tobacco Company. 

Baker, Hamilton & Pacific Co. 

Bella Roma Cigar Co. 

California Building Maintenance Co., 20 Ninth 
Co-Op Manufacturing Company. 

Clinton Cafeterias. 

Domestic Hand Laundry, 218 Ellis. 

Ernest J. Sultan Mfg. Co. 

E. Goss & Co., Cigar Mfg., 113 Front. 
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Goldberg, Bowen & Co., grocers, 242 Sutter. 

Goldstone Bros., manufacturers of Dread- 
naught and Bodyguard Overalls. 

“Grizzly Bear,” organ of N. S. G. W. 

Hollywood Dry Corporation and its Products. 

Manning's, Inc., Coffee and Sandwich Shops. 

Mann Manufacturing Company, Berkeley. 

Market Street R. R. 

Marquard’s Coffee Shop and Catering Co. 

Purity Chain Stores. 

Q. R. S. Neon Corporation, 690 Potrero Ave. 


San Francisco Biscuit Co. (located in Seattle) 
Tait’s, 24 Ellis. 

The Mutual Stores Co. 

Torino Bakery, 2823 Twenty-third. 

Traung Label & Litho Co. 

Union Furniture Co., 2075 Mission. 

All Barber Shops open on Sunday are unfair. 
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Sausage Makers’ Union, requesting the indorse- 
ment of the Council on its wage scale. 

Report of Executive Committee—In the matter 
of the controversy between the Shoe Clerks and 
the Eisenberg shoe store, it appearing that a con- 
ference between the parties in interest might pro- 
duce the desired results, the matter was laid over. 
In the matter of application for a boycott on the 
Thomas Dye Works the committee found no new 
developments, wherefore the matter was continued. 
In regard to the controversy between the Grocery 
Clerks and E. L. Kirkland, 1933 Irving street, 
there being no representative of the store present, 
the matter was continued. Report concurred in. 

Report of Law and Legislative Committee—It 
has been called to the attention of your committee 
that the manager of public utilities is making 
preparations for the installation and use of one- 
man operated street cars on the Municipal Rail- 
way. Your committee recommends that the 
Council appoint a special committee of three or 
more delegates to represent the Council before the 
Public Utilities Commission, the Board of Super- 
visors and the mayor, for the purpose of defeating 
any such contemplated institution of one-man 
street cars on the city road, and that a copy of the 
report be transmitted to the Utilities Commission, 
the mayor and the Board of Supervisors. Report 
concurred in. 

Reports of Unions—Electrical Workers No. 6, 
withdrew their committee from the Mooney De- 
fense League. Tailors No. 80 requested a demand 
for the union label when ordering custom cloth- 
ing; have had a disagreement with Williams & 
Berg; requested all not to patronize said firm. 
Culinary Workers, States-Hofbrau has failed to 
keep its agreement with the regarding 
wages; look for house card when patronizing res- 
taurants; Compton’s still in process of negotiation; 
Foster’s, White Taverns and Lucca are unfair to 
the Culinary Workers; General President I‘lore 
will be in town May 9. Lithographers requested 
a demand for their label on checks and labels on 
bottles. 

Reczipts, $266.40; expenses, $301.48. 

Council adjourned at 9:30 p. m. 

JOHN A. O'CONNELL, Secretary. 

Note—The chair announced that on Monday 
evening, May 22, at 8 o'clock, a mass meeting on 
Home Industry and the Label, Card and Button 


union 


will be held in the Auditorium, Labor Temple, — 


2940 Sixteenth street. Everybody invited. 

P. S.—Members of affiliated unions are urged to 
demand the union label, card and button when 
making purchases; also to patronize the Municipal 
Railway whenever possible. Ore: 

-> 
TRADES UNION PROMOTIONAL LEAGUE 


Official Minutes of Meeting Held May 3, 1933 

The Trades Union Promotional League held 
its meeting Wednesday, May, 3, 1933, in Me- 
chanics’ Hall, Labor Temple. The meeting was 
called to order at 8 p. m. by President A. W. 
Edwards, and on roll call the following were 
noted absent: B. A. Brundage, L. L. Heagney 
and Sid France. The minutes of the previous 
meeting, held April 19, were approved as read. 

Communications—From Building Trades Coun- 
cil, minutes, read and filed. Union Label Trades 
Department, thanking the League for the infor- 
mation on its activities in the April label, card 
and button campaign; filed. Elevator Constructors’ 
Union No. 8, on affiliation; referred to Agitation 
Committee. Catholic Conference on Industrial 
Problems will be held May 9-10 at Whitcomb 
Hotel; filed. 

Bills—Read and referred to the trustees. 
ordered paid. 

Secretary’s Report—Reported on his investiga- 


Same 
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tion of contracts for uniforms for the American 
Legion. Visited merchants on result of the April 
label campaign. Straw hat season is on; buy one 
with the union label. Report approved. 

Reports of Unions—Waiters’ Union reported 
that differences with the States Hofbrau Cafe had 
been adjusted and the cafe is still employing union 
workers; Compton’s still not adjusted; look for 
the union house card. Bill Posters and Billers’ 
Union reported they are still holding conferences 
on working agreements. Garment Workers’ Union 
No. 131 stated work is a little better in almost all 
the factories; still have many idle who were work- 
ing in the Neustadter Bros. factory that recently 
closed; holding their whist game the third Thurs- 
day of the month in the Labor Temple. Molders’ 
Union reported work quiet as yet; will hold their 
annual picnic June 18 at California Park. Mis- 
cellaneous Employees No. 110 stated it looks a 
little brighter; will hold an open meeting in the 
Labor Temple May 10 for their international 
president, who will be in the city then. Pile 
Drivers reported no change in work on the Golden 
Gate bridge. Pressmen’s and Bookbinders’ unions 
reported work quiet. Cracker Bakers’ Union and 
the Auxiliary, Locals Nos. 24, 119 and 125, stated 
they are fairly busy; employers have submitted 
an agreement in which is included a 10 per cent 
reduction; will hold conferences. Bakers’ Union 
No. 24 reports that the Renon Baking Company 
has signed up with the Bakery Wagon Drivers 
and will sign with them by the end of the week. 
The Torino and the Roma baking companies are 
still unfair; look for the union bakeshop card. 
Photo Engravers’ Union reported a slight im- 
provement; the newspaper men are asked for a 
reduction in wages; Sears Roebuck & Co. is now 
giving its photo-engraving to fair firms. Carpet 
Mechanics’ Union stated it is fair. Stereotypers 
and Electrotypers’ Union reported work not so 
good. Grocery Clerks’ Union reported that E. L. 
Kirkland, 1933 Irving street, refuses to organize 
his store and grant union conditions to his em- 
ployees. Millmen’s Union again requests you 
when buying mill or cabinet work to demand the 
union stamp thereon. 

Special Committees—Delegate Willis reported 
he appeared before the committee of the Labor 
Council appointed for the advancement of the 
union label, card and button to seek its support 
to have unions who are not affiliated with the 
League to join it. Discussions arose as to the 
functions of this Labor Council committee, as 
the request was turned down. 

Trustees—Trustee Morgan reported that he and 
Delegate Johnson worked until near midnight 
last Wednesday on the books, but did not finish. 
Progress. ’ 

Good and Welfare—The Ladies’ Auxiliary of 
the League reported on the activities of their 
members during the April label campaign. Stated 
they would assist at the bunco game. Agitation 
Committee was instructed to meet next Tuesday 
evening on matters referred to them. 

Receipts, $94.71; bills paid, $113.25. 

Adjournment—Meeting adjourned at 9:10 p. m.. 
to meet again May 17. At the adjournment of the 
meeting the bunco game was held. Almost all the 
delegates and visitors remained to play. The prizes 
were worth while and all enjoyed the play. 

“Buy American with the Union Label—Employ 
American with a Union Card.” 

Iraternally submitted. 

W. G. DESEPTE, Secretary. 
Fe en es Se 


Call for the union label—popularize it. 


e 
William W. Hansen - - - - Manager 
Dan F. McLaughlin - - - - President 
G : Secretary 


” UNITED UNDERTAKERS 
' 1096 VAN NESS AVE’ So. ar ae St. 
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Labor Legislation 
Subject of Report 


With the present session of the state legislature 
nearing its close, the weekly report of John A. 
O'Connell to the Labor Council last Friday was of 
great interest to the assembled delegates. 


As the accredited legislative agent of the Council 
O'Connell has spent much time in Sacramento 
appearing before the various committees to which 
legislation of interest to labor was referred, and 
his report was to the effect that while compara- 
tively few bills proposed by the various labor 
bodies are likely to be enacted, the many humani- 
tarian measures now on the statute books would 
be retained, in spite of persistent assaults of reac- 
tionary interests. 


The anti-injunction bill, which includes the in- 
validation of “yellow dog contracts,” has passed 
the Assembly and is now on the Senate calendar, 
with a favorable recommendation by the Judiciary 
Committee, said O’Connell, and while he would 
not hazard a prediction as to its passage, in all 
likelihood it will come to a vote. The favorable 
vote of the committee was due in large measure, 
he said, to the able argument made by Henry Hei- 
delberg, delegate to the Council fram the Typo- 
graphical Union, who made a special trip to Sac- 
ramento for the purpose of appearing before the 
committee. 


The criminal syndicate bill also is before the 
Senate, having been passed by the Assembly. 

A bill for the reclassification of state employees, 
which would have worked great injustice on many 
craftsmen, was beaten through the efforts of the 
trade unionists and their friends. In some in- 
stances, by the mere changing of the classification 
of an employee, reductions in salaries up to $100 
a month would have been sanctioned. O’Connell 
gave an instance whereby the reclassification of 
oilers on steam shovels would have reduced the 
wage $56 a month. 

A meritorious measure extending the protection 
of the eight-hour law for women to the picture 
industry was defeated through rather questionable 
methods, according to the Council’s legislative 
agent. He said that passes entitling ‘holders to 
admission to practically every motion picture house 
in the state were freely distributed in the success- 
ful effort to defeat the bill. 

A vicious measure by which teachers in the pub- 
lic schools would have been “penalized for holding 
an opinion,” as O’Connell put it, was defeated in 
the Assembly. It was introduced by Evans of 
Monrovia, a lemon grower, noted for his reac- 
tionary record. O’Connell paid his respects to the 
legislator, and declared he was “the biggest lemon 
yet seen in the legislative halls.” 

O’Connell also gave details of the defeat of the 
bill for the recognition of pari-mutuel betting on 
races. The veto of the measure by the governor 
has resulted in the passage of a measure on the 
subject to be submitted to the voters. After an 
acrimonious fight the strange spectacle was seen 


of the governor’s veto being unanimously sus- 
tained. 


oo 
NO SHRINKING VIOLET 
Mrs. Brown—I saw a young man trying to kiss 
your daughter in the park last night. Mrs. Green 
—Did he succeed? Mrs. B.—No. Mrs. G.—That 
wasn’t my daughter.—“Karikaturen.” 
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BROWN & KENNEDY 


i FLORAL ARTISTS 

' Funeral Work a Specialty—Lowest Prices 
' 
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3089 Sixteenth St., Near Valencia San Francisco 


WHOLESALE PRICES 

The Bureau of Labor Statistics of the United 
States Department of Labor announces that its 
index number of wholesale prices for the week 
ending April 29 stands at 61.5, as compared with 
60.4 for the week ending April 22, showing an 
increase of approximately 1.8 per cent, each group 
sharing in the advance. These index numbers are 
derived from price quotations of 784 commodities, 
weighted according to the importance of each com- 


modity and based on average prices for the year 
1926 as 100, 


GOVERNMENT MAY INTERVENE 

The possibility of federal intervention in the an- 
thracite coal dispute, in which employers are seek- 
ing to compel the miners to accept a 35 per cent 
reduction in wages, is reported from Philadelphia. 
Belief in such a possibility was incited by the 
attendance of Hugh L. Kerwin, chief of the bureau 
of mediation and conciliation of the Department 
of Labor, at the proceedings of the Committee of 
Twelve—six company executives and six United 
Mine Workers’ representatives—who have re- 
sumed negotiations on the scale. 
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LONG DISTANCE TELEPHONE, NATIONAL 3870-1-2-3-4 
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Mr.Daniel J. Tobin, President, 

International Brotherhood of Teamsters, 
Chauffeurs, Stablemen and Helpers of America, 
222 E. Michigan St., Indianapolis, Ind. 


Dear Sir and Brother: 


The Executive Council gave much time and 
thought to the consideration of the jurisdictional contro~ 
versy which exists between the International Brotherhood 


of Teamsters, 


Chauffeurs, Stablemen and Helpers of America 
and the International Union of the United Brewery, 
Cereal and Soft Drink Workers of America. 


Flour, 
All phases of 


this controversy were considered most carefully and the 
interests and rights of both International Unions involved 
were steadfastly kept in mind and fully appreciated by all 
Members of the Executive Council. 


I think it proper to state that the juris- 
dictional controversy referred to was a most perplexing one. 
In making its decision the Council was inepired by a desire to 
do equal and exact justice to the officers and members 


of both International Unions. 
all the facts and taking into account all 
the Council arrived at the follow- 


after weighing 
the information suomitted, 
ing decision: 


After calm deliberation and 


“In the case of the International Brother- 
hood of Teamsters, Chauffeurs, Stablemen and 
Helpers of America vs. the International 


Union of the United Brewery, Flour, 
and Soft Drink Workers of America, 


Cereal 
the 


Executive Council is of the opinion and 
decides that teamsters and chauffeurs 

in the brewery industry properly belong 
to and come under the jurisdiction of the 
International Brotherhood of Teamsters 
and Chauffeurs." 


I am transmitting this decision to you 
with the hope that it will be accepted, carried into effect, 


and religiously observed. 
that if such a response 


The Council is of the opinion 
is made by the officere and members 


best 
the two International Unions involved that the 
eucceue of all concerned will be protected and advanced. 


I trust this decision - the eee 
ncil will be accepted in the same fine spir nw 
ne sounesl was influenced when it rendered its decision. 


<TREDS>-38 


Very respectfully yours, 


President, 
American Federation of Labor. 


twelve 


Brotherhoods Oppose 


Administration Bill 


Hearings before the Interstate Commerce Com- 
mittee of the House of Representatives at Wash- 
ington have developed strong opposition from the 
railroad labor brotherhoods to the administration’s 
emergency railroad bill. 

The opposition of the workers appears to be 
justified by the testimony of the committee’s own 
expert, Dr. M. W. Splawn, who analyzed the 
measure for the benefit of the members. 

Questioning during his testimony stressed the 
labor issue, and at one point Splawn agreed that 
unless savings under the co-ordination plan were 
substantial and large, benefits would accrue chiefly 
to security holders. 

Benefits Bondholders Only 

“KE substantial economies are 
some men and some roads will lose their jobs,’ 
Splawn said. “I do not think very large economies 
can be realized unless some men lose their jobs.” 

“Then the effect of the bill is to increase the 
purchasing power of bondholders and decrease 
the purchasing power of employees,” commented 
Representative Wolverton. 

The bill provides for a co-ordinator, who shall 
have the power to relieve the railroads from the 
restrictions of the anti-trust law, the Interstate 
Commerce Commission act and state and federal 
laws, for the period of a year. The railroads would 
be divided into three groups, Eastern, Western 
and Southern, with each group ruled by a regional 
co-ordinating committee of five members. The 
purpose of the scheme is to further efficiency and 
economy. 


realized, 


’ 


very 


Workers’ Representation 
The bill provides that the right of collective bar- 
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gaining shall be preserved and the proposed meas- 
ure would not amend or modify the railway labor 
act or contracts entered into under that act. An- 
other provision specifies that the co-ordinator shall 
provide means whereby central committees repre- 
senting railway labor unions in each of the groups 
“shall be advised of any contemplated orders re- 
quiring changes in services or operation which 
will affect the interests of the employees, and he 
shall confer freely with such committees before 
issuing any such order.” 
Rail Labor Opposes Bill 


George M. Harrison, acting chairman of the 
Railway Labor Executives’ Association, declared 
that he saw “no justification for drastic reductions 
of essential transportation service in order that 
unearned interest may be paid on idle capital.” 

Declaring that the railroad unions will do all 
in their power to have written into the law ade- 
quate safeguards for the protection of railroad 
employees and workers in allied industries, Har- 
rison added: 

Protest Degrading Standards 

“We shall insist that this intolerable deflation 
of labor by cutting down jobs and wages, deepen- 
ing the depression and steadily degrading the 
standards of American life, must stop. 

“The railroad ‘economy’ program will not save 
the railroads. It is another measure of that false 
economy which is destroying the railroads and the 
other industries of America. 

“Saving money and starving men is the road 
to ruin. Spending money and saving men is the 
road to national recovery.” 

2 ge 

GARMENT WORKERS’ CARD PARTY 

The regular monthly card party of the Garment 
Workers’ Union will be held in the Labor Temple 
on Thursday, May 18, at 8:30 p. m. Cards are 
25 cents and the proceeds are devoted to unem- 
ployment relief. 
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THAT BRIDGE SQUABBLE 


In a letter received by President Filmer, presj- 
dent of the Golden Gate Bridge District, the con- 
tracting firm of McClintic-Marshall pointed out 
alleged “inadequacy” of local plants to handle the 
big task of furnishing the bridge steel. “From our 
point of view,” the letter said, “it is neither neces. 
sary nor desirable to do any of the fabricating 
work in California. It can and should be done 
in its entirety at our Pottstown Steelton plants,” 

President Filmer has urged the contractors to 
reconsider their fabrication plans as outlined in 
the letter to him. He expressed dissatisfaction 
with their proposals and indicated that the board 
of directors of the bridge district would not be 
inclined to accept the proposals. 
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Wife of Pennsylvania’s Governor 
Joins in Sweatshop Protests 


Attired in a flaming red costume, Mrs. Cornelia 
Bryce Pinchot, Pennsylvania’s first lady, marched 
shoulder to shoulder with child workers in picket 
lines protesting sweatshop and white slavery con- 
ditions in shirt mills at Allentown, Pa., last week. 

The wife of Governor Pinchot declared: 

“T have every sympathy with the drive labor 
unions are making to stamp out these conditions. 
That’s why I’m joining this picket line!” 

Owners of the first mill where Mrs. Pinchot 
joined the ranks of the pickets were indicted re- 
cently for using force on child strikers. 

Mrs. Pinchot’s decision to join the picket lines 
was made after attending a hearing at which the 
child strikers told of being taken to New York 
on gay week-end parties to entertain out of town 
buyers and of losing their jobs when they repulsed 
the advances of bosses and factory operators. 
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THE SAN FRANCISCO BANK 


SAVINGS COMMERCIAL TRUST 
INCORPORATED FEBRUARY 10TH, 1868 
One of the Oldest Banks in California, the Assets of which have 
never been increased by mergers cr consolidations with other Banks 


MEMBER ASSOCIATED SAVIN GS BANKS OF SAN FRANCISCO 


526 California Street, San Francisco, Cal. 
December 31st, 1932 


Assets— 
United States and Other Bonds, 

(value $64,171,686.00) on books at...._..$ 61,081,697.82 
Loans on Real Estate.................... 73,596,959.27 
Loans on Bonds and Other Securities_........__... 1,278,738.75 
Bank Buildings and Lots, 

(value over $2,135,000.00) en books at. 1.00 
Other Real Estate, 

(value over $500,000.00) on books at............... 1.00 
Pension Fund, (value over $800,000.C0) on books at 1.00 
COE Neer Lake unten Menlo othe Sede vain Me een ee 21,507,228.09 

Dotaln $157,464,626.93 

Liabilities— 
Due Depositors.....0.......2--cececceecc-essccececececececseces $151,114,626.93 
Capital Stock .  1,000,000.00 
Reserve and Contingent Funds..... . §,350,000.00 
me peees $157,464,626.93 


The following additional statement may be of interest to the Depositors of the Bank: 


The Earnings of the Bank for the entire Fiscal Year ending December 31st, 1932 
were as follows: 


Income ——-—___—-_______ $7, 564,580.66 
Expenses and Taxes. sCt(iéG, 735.60 
Net Profits. _.... $6,657,845.06 


The above does not include Interest due on Loans but not yet collected 


MISSION BRANCH 

PARK-PRESIDO BRANCH i pe 
HAIGHT STREET BRANCH ite ey 
WEST PORTAL BRANCH 


Mission and 21st Streets 
Clement Street and 7th Ave. 
Haight and Belvedere Streets 
West Portal Ave. and Ulloa Se. 


Dividends on Deposits -s declared quarterly by the Board 
of Directors, sre ( omputed Monthly and Compounded 
Quarteriy,and may be withdrawn quarterly. 


FIFTH near MARKET STREET 


